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NO MORE THAN 10 
Feds say severely limit size 
of gatherings to stop virus. 


WALL ST. CRATERS 


Dow off nearly 3,000 points; 
shades of 1987, 1929 crashes. 
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Enjoy some sun today; 
drizzly week ahead. B6 


CALLS FOR HELP 
Washington asked to speed 
aid for workers, industries. 


FIRST VACCINE STEPS 
Initial clinical trial begins 
as science looks for answers. 


State halts public life 


By JEREMY OLSON 
jeremy.olson@startribune.com 


Dine-in restaurants in Min- 
nesota are being temporarily 
shut down alongwith bars, the- 
aters, museums and other gath- 
ering places under an order 
by Gov. Tim Walz designed to 
slow the spread of the corona- 


Schools 


forced to 
rethink 
teaching 


By JAMES WALSH and MARA 
KLECKER ° Staff writers 


Just as parents scramble to 
find ways to adjust their lives 
during the school closures, St. 
Pauland Minneapolis educators 
have their own challenge: find- 
ing ways to teach nearly 70,000 
students from a distance. 

Thanks to the risks of the 
novel coronavirus, schools are 
being forced to create online 
and distance learning struc- 
tures on the fly. In St. Paul, 
where children were told to stay 
home Monday and Tuesday, 
staff members met in buildings 
across the district to assess what 
they will need to keep 36,000 
students on track despite the 
disruption of COVID-19. 

“We have to ensure our staff 
have the equipment they need 
to do this,” St. Paul Schools 
Superintendent Joe Gothard 
said Monday, adding that offi- 
cials are assessing everything 
from iPads to passwords — 
everything they will need for 
kids and teachers to work from 
home for at least the next two 
weeks. Gov. Tim Walz on Sun- 
day announced that Minne- 
sota students would be out of 
school at least through March 
27. Spring break in St. Paul was 
scheduled to begin March 30. 

“We don’t have to be perfect 
right from the start,” Gothard 
said. “We’re going to have a 
little time to figure out what 
this is going to be.” 

St. Paul Mayor Melvin 
Carter said in an interview 
Monday that he’s been in daily 
communication with Gothard, 

See SCHOOLS on A5 > 


virus that has now been con- 
firmed in 54 state residents. 
Walz issued the emer- 
gency measure Monday, one 
day after ordering the clos- 
ing of K-12 schools statewide. 
The restaurants must close by 
5 p.m. Tuesday. Schools will 
officially close Wednesday, 
though many districts already 


suspended classes. 

The governor’s order, made 
under “peacetime emergency” 
powers, also covers health 
clubs, theaters, museums, 
food courts, coffeehouses and 
other places of “public accom- 
modation and amusement.” 

“Were not going to stop 
this from spreading,” Walz 
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Restaurateur Andrew Zimmern listened as Gov. Tim 
Walz announced that restaurants and bars must close. 


vol 


Clinic workers Monday offered swab tests to patients 
deemed eligible for the COVID-19 test in Bloomington. 


said, “but we can stop how fast 
it spreads and we can make 
sure that we protect those 
most vulnerable.” 

Walz said Minnesota is at 
a “critical point” in its reac- 
tion to the pandemic and can 
follow the example of some 
nations in Southeast Asia that 
acted aggressively and are 


now recovering, or take the 
path of Italy and other coun- 
tries that were slow to act and 
still face growing case num- 
bers that have overwhelmed 
hospitals. He lamented that 
people were still gathering 
in large groups in bars and 
pleaded with Minnesotans 
not goto out for one final time. 


In Seattle, a pharmacist gave a patient the first shot in 
a clinical trial of a potential vaccine for COVID-19. 


PATRICK ` 
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Principal Yusuf Abdullah, center, bid students farewell 
as they left Minneapolis’ Patrick Henry High School. 
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There’s nowhere to go but home 


By JAMES WALSH © jimwalsh@startribune.com 


Home may soon be Minnesotans’ only available refuge 


from the coronavirus. 


In a span of days, state, civic and business leaders have 
locked down public places on a scale not seen here in 
more than a century. Not since the flu pandemic of 1918, 
when more than 10,000 state residents were among 675,000 
Americans who died, have state and local officials moved 
to so thoroughly isolate, quarantine and choke off the abil- 
ity ofa vexing and deadly virus to spread across the region. 

From schools to bank lobbies, restaurants to workout 
studios, sporting events to performance spaces, health 
clubs to recreation centers, traditional places of escape 


and entertainment, relaxation and relief are going dark in 
an all-out blitz to stunt the pace of the pandemic. Many 
will stay shuttered for several weeks, while some won't 


reopen for months. 


“Tm so heartsick,” said Donna Fahs, chief operating offi- 
cer at Parasole Restaurant Group, which operates Manny’s 
Steakhouse, Burger Jones, Prohibition, Salut Bar American 
and the Good Earth, after Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey 
closed bars and restaurants across the city only hours before 
Gov. Tim Walz ordered all dine-in service halted statewide. 
“I look at all the people’s jobs who are affected. We’ll do 


everything the government and 


See HOME on A5> 


Companies race to develop quick diagnostic tests 


By JOE CARLSON 
joe.carlson@startribune.com 


Responding to limitations 
in existing testing meth- 
ods, health care companies 
around the world are racing 
to produce new point-of-care 
diagnostic systems that can 
quickly detect the presence 


All of the existing devices 
used to diagnose COVID- 
19 cases, including Roche’s 
system heralded by Presi- 
dent Donald Trump on Fri- 
day and a second one from 
Thermo Fisher Scientific, are 
laboratory-based systems that 
require sophisticated analyz- 
ers inmajor hospitals and labs. 


detect the virus, the Roche 
and Thermo Fisher systems 
are known as RT-PCR sys- 
tems, for reverse-transcrip- 
tion polymerase chain reac- 
tion. That means the systems 
diagnose a viral presence 
when it reacts to specific snip- 
pets of genetic material. 
Such systems can be highly 


hours to generate a result and 
another 24 to 48 hours if the 
patient’s sample needs to be 
transported to a central lab 
for processing. Patients may 
continue spreading the virus 
during those time lags. 
There’s also a biological 
delay. The COVID-19 virus 
takes more time than past 


genetic material to be detect- 
able with a lab-based test. 
That means a person may be 
contagious before the virus 
is detectable with traditional 
systems. “Usually, you’d be 
able to detect it pretty close 
to when symptoms appear, 
for most viruses,” said David 
Deetz, CEO of St. Paul’s Ativa 


With testing having now 
identified 54 cases of COVID- 
19 in Minnesota, some with no 
known source of transmission, 
state health officials warned 
that people should assume 
that the virus that causes this 
illness is in their communities. 

Investigations couldn’t 

See MINNESOTA on A4> 


Borders 
locked: 


markets 
tumble 


By ARITZ PARRA and ADAM 
GELLER ° Associated Press 


MADRID - The global battle 
to contain the coronavirus 
reached anew level of urgency 
Monday, as governments 
locked down borders, a new 
wave of closures and restric- 
tions kept more than 500 mil- 
lion students at home and 
pleas went out to funnel masks 
and ventilators to places strug- 
gling with soaring caseloads. 

The growing sense of cri- 
sis rocked global financial 
markets, particularly on Wall 
Street, where the Dow Jones 
industrial average plunged 
12.9%. Investors’ fears that the 
pandemic will throw the global 
economy into a recession sent 
the market to its worst one-day 
loss since 1987. 

The shifting fronts in the 
battle were made clear by fig- 
ures showing that cases out- 
side China — where the virus 
originated — surpassed those 
inside its borders for the first 
time. Spain officially became 
the fourth-most infected 
country in the world, surpass- 
ing South Korea. 

Worldwide, more than 7,000 
people have died. Over 78,000 
have recovered, most of them 
in China. With the number 
of cases worldwide topping 
181,000, a surge of patients in 
Madrid’s hospitals fueled wor- 
ries across Europe of what lies 
ahead. “There is no easy or 
quick way out of this extremely 
difficult situation,” Dutch 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte said 
in a televised speech. 

See VIRUS on A3 > 


Retail sales languish 
Businesses across Twin Cities 
cite lack of customers. D1 


Day cares stay open 
Governor says move will help 
working parents. D1 


Now what to do? 
We recommend some family- 
friendly favorite films. E1 


Live racing still the plan 
Canterbury closes simulcasting, 


of the new coronavirus. Like other systems to accurate,buttheyoftenrequire viruses to build up enough See TESTS on A5> casino, but not May races. C2 
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Tuesday primaries in Arizona, 
Florida will gauge strength in 
key Democratic voter bloc. A2 


French sex abuse case. A2 


Refugees feel aban- 
doned: Syrian rebel city of 
Idlib still under fire. A8 


ger program oversight. B1 


Police officer reinstated: 
Flawed drug case warrant 
an error, arbitrator says. B1 


home, even outside U.S. C1 


Everybody out of the 
pool: Loss of March Mad- 
ness leaves social void. C1 


Minneapolis site. D8 


Radisson chief named: 
Jim Alderman to lead group 
based in Minnetonka. D3 


HAVE YOU HEARD? 


Board game imitates life: Suddenly, “Pandemic,” introduced 
back in 2008, has become extremely popular. E3 
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